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No vote for veto

supreme Court has done well to remove
the veto power of Governors

n a parliamentary democracy, Governors do

nait have a unilateral veto over Bills passed

by the legislarure. This is the crux of the Su-
preme Courts ruling in a case arising from Pun-
jab after Governor Banwarilal Purohit withheld
assent to some Bills passed by the State Assembly
on the pretext that these were adopted in an Mle-
gal session of the House. The Court's reading of
thie scheme of Article 200, which deals with grant
of assent to Bilks, is in line with the core tenet of
parlizmentary democracy: that an elected re-
gime responsibde to the legislature runs the
Srate’s affairs. While granting assent is a routine
funiction, the other options — withholding assent
or reserving a Bill for the President’s considera-
tion — have been subjects of controversy. There i
a proviso to the Artide which states that “as soon
as possible”, the Governor may return the Bill (if
iris not a Money Bill) to the House for reconsider-
arbom, bur when the Bill is passed again, with or
without changes, he cannot withhold assent. The
Supreme Court has now read the power to with-
hold assent and the proviso in conjuction, hold-
ing that whenever the Governor withholds as-
sent, he has to send the Bill back to the legislature
for reconsideration. This effectively means that
the Governor either grants assents in the first in-
stance or will be compelled o do so after the
Bill's second passage.

The Court has done well to point out that Go-
VETTLOTS, In & systemn that requires them to func-
tion mainly on the ald and advice of the Council
of Ministers, cannot withhold action on Bills and
mast &ct as soon &S possible. This is a clear repri-
mand administered to Governors who believe
they can endlessly delay action on Cabinet or le-
gislative proposzals becanse of the absence of a
prescribed time-frame. Mr. Purchit’s stand that
the particular session of the Assembly was illegal
— because an adjourned House was reconvened
by the Speaker on his own — has been rejected.
The Court has rubed that the earlier session had
only been adjpurmed and not prorogued. The
verdict should not give any further soope for con-
trowersy over the role played by Governors in the
law-making process thar culminates with their
granting assent o Bills, and must end the tsske
between elected regimes and the Centre’s ap-
pointees. There is still some residual scope for
controversy if, as a result of Governors being div-
ested of the power to reject Bills unilaterally, they
start referring Bills they disapprove of to the Pre-
sident. Such an evenmuality should not be allwed
1o arise.

False alarm

The rise in flu cases in China is due to
increased surveillance

carly four years after the novel SARS-

CoV-2 coronavirus emerged in Wuhan,

the capital of the Hubei Provines in Chi-
na, resulring in the deadliess pandemic that the
wrrld has faced in 100 years, the news of an oul-
break of influenza-like dlness in Beijing, Liaon-
img, and other places in China since mid-October
has raised concerns abow e emergence of yel
another new virus In what appears 1o be a replay
o the esarly days ol the COVIDHS pandemic when
China showed lile interest in alerting the WIHO
quickly, China's Mational Health Commisgion
[ziled wo repart 1o the WHO the lange nussber off

undiagroded preumonis cases among children.

The ather su-:]mkng similarities 10 the 2009 out-
break are the reportage of the clusters in local
media and ProMED, a publicly available surveil-
lanee g n for infectious diseases oumbreaks,
more Lan & month aller the respiratory illnesses
spiked, and the WHO becoamying aware of the -
sue only through media reports. Finally, like in
2019, the WHO was forced 1o request China for
detaibed epidemiologic and dinical information,
as well as laboratory results of preumonia cases
in children. One rexson o China™s reluctance o
keep the global health body informed could be
thest the surge in illmess was driven by
ko mrge ﬁm influenza and m:}u-
mon bacterial and viral infections. On November
23, the details shared with the WHO by China in-
dicated that the spike in cases and hospitalisa-
tions among children were due i Myoplasma
prietmonae preumonia since May, and RSY, ade-
movirus and influenza virus since October. Whils
the multiphs pathogens that caused illnesses in
children this year are not novel nor the clinical
presentations unisual, the surge in casess has oe-
curred “earlier in the season than historically ex-
perienced”. This could be because it is China's
lirst full winter season afier COVIDHS restrictions
were removed in December Lt vear.

China has climed that the increased detection
and reporting of respiratory illness in children
was primarily due to enhanced outpatien and in-
patient surveillance lor respiratory illnesses co-
vering a Large variey of viruses and bacteria, in-
cluding Mycopdasma prewmonice. But this does
not explain its failure o volumarily keep the
WHO informed about the unusually high number
of eases last month. While China had reporied a

w PRSUTOTIGS PIELTHOnNES i Ohe-
, the: reasons for the current outbreaks were
less lesar 1ill the WHO regquested lor information.

China is duty-bound 1o keep the WHO informed
i e without being ssked.
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Women’s Premier
League auction on
Dec. 9 in Mumbai

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The players’ auction ahead
of the 2024 edition of the
Women's Premier League
(WPL) will be held on De-
cember 9 in Mumbai, the
BCA announced on Fri-
day. The second edition of
the WPL could take place
in February-March next
year,

The five franchises —
Mumbai Indians, Delhi
Capitals, Royal Challengers
Bangalore, Gujarat Giants
and UP Warriorz — had re-
ined 60 ericketers, in-
cluding 21 from overseas,
ahead of the auction. A to-
tal of 29 players were re-
leased from contract from
the existing squads.

List of retained and released
players:

Deihi Capitats: Retained: Alics
Capsey, Arundhati Reddy,
Jomimah Redrigues, Joss
Jonassen, Laura Harris,

Marizanne Kapp, Meg Lanning,
Misnu Manl, Poonam Yadav,

Radha Yada, Shafali verma,
Shikha Fandey, Snoha Decpthy,
Taniyaa Bhatia, Titas Sadhu
Released: Apama Nondal, Jasia
SAihter, Tara Noens.

Gujarat Glants: Retained:
Jehicigh Gaedner, Bath Mooney,
Dayalan Hemalatha, Harloen
Deol, Laura Wobhaarce, Shabeam
Shakil, Sech Rana, Tanufa
Kanwor Released: Anvabal
Sutherland, Ashwani Kuman,
Goorgla Warcham, Hurley Gala,
Kimn Garth, Nansi Jozhi, Monica
Patel, Parunika Ssoda,
Sabbinoné Meghana, Sophia
Dunkley, Sushma Verma.

Harmanpreet Kauc
FILE PHOTO: EMNANLAL YOCRS

Mumbai indians: Retained:
Amanjot Xaur, Ameiia ¥err, Chios
Tryoa, Hamanproat Kaur, Hayley
Matthews, Hamaiaa Kaadi,
Eabelle Wong, Antimani Kalita,
Natalie Scver, Fooja Vastrakar,
Privanka Bala, Saka khague,
Yastika Ehatla. Released: Dhaa
Gujar, Heather Graham, Nostam
Bizht, Sonam Yadaw.

Royal Challengers Bangalore:
Retained: Azha Shobana, Disha
¥asat, Elysa Ferry, Heather
Waight, ndrani Aoy, Kanka
Ahuja, Roneka Singh, Richa
Ghash, Sheeyanka Pati, Smrti
Mandhana, Sophie Davine.
Released: Dane Yan Mickerk,
Erin Burns, Komal Zanzad, Mogan
Schutt, Foonam Khemnar, Precti
Boco, Sahana Pawar.

UP Warriorz: Retained: Alyssa
Healy, Aegall Sarvani, Deopts
Sharma, Grace Haeris, Kian
Navgire, Lauren Bell, Laemi
Yadav, Parshavi Chopra,
Rajeshwari Gayakead, 5.
Yashasn, Shweta Schramat,
Sophic Ecclestone, Tahka
Mcgrath. Released: Dovika
Vaidya, Shabeim smad, Shivall
Shinde, Smran Shaikh.

Minnu Mani
to lead India-A
against
England-A

Minnu Mani.

Press Trust of India
BENGALURL

Kerals cricketer C. Minnu
Mani was on Friday named
the India-A Women team
captain for the three
match T200 series aginst
its England counterpart,
beginning in Mumbai on
November 29,

The 24-year-old off-spin-
ner is also the first cricke-
ter from Kerals to lead an
India-A Women side.

Minnu, who hails from
Wayanad, a district in
Northern  Kerala, has
played four matches for In-
dia taking five wickets.

She made her interna-
tional debut during the
three-match T200 series
=gainst

The squad: C. Minou Mani
(captain), Kanika Abuja, Uma
Chetry, Shreyanka Patil, G, Trisha,
Winda Dinesh, G. Divya, Arushi
Goel, Disha Kasat, Rashi Kancfha,
Mannat Kashyap, Anusha
Baroddy, Monica Patel G.
¥ashavee, Entimani Kalta,
Prakachia Nak.
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SEBI not obliged to take OCCRP
findings on Adani as gospel: SC

CI DY, Chandrachud, heading a three-judse Bench, savs market regulator is bound by evidentiary requirementis but adds

that the court is not discrediting the reports: SERI submits that the onganisation did not share the material when asked

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I o Friday said that
market  regulator

Securities and Exchange
Board ol lndia (SERI) can-
ok be expected o accept
a “pospel ruth™ loreign
media reports abow Or-
ganiss] Crime and Corrup-
ton  Reporting  Project
(OCCRPYs findings of al
leged stock meanipulation
and  accounting  fraud
against e Adani Grodip.
“You canml expect a
stanory regulator o take
i gimpe] truth something
that has been reparted in a
financial newspaper. We
are not discrediting the re
porns, but we cannot cer-
taindy say that they are evi-
dence for the SEBL™ Chisf
Justice of India DY, Chan-
drachud addressed adwo-
cate Prashant Blushan, ap-

pearing  for  petitioner
Andinilcs Jaswal.
In  August, Finduciol

Times amd The Guardian
had  roprred  an the
OOCRP mvestigalion.

Ar. Bhushan asked in
court “il journalists can get
hobd of all deese details,
T i it that SEBL, with s
vast powers of investigs-
tior, B8 mi able po

“A stanmory body like

The oot reserved jud gment on a phea to fonrm a separate SIT o
imvestigate the Adani-Hindenburg, aliegations

SEBI is bowund by evidenti-
ary requirements... Some-
busdy ey publishes i not
bound by the evidentiary
standands ol stanmory bo-
dies” Chiel Justice Chan-
drachud, heading a three-
judge Bench, reasonied.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta submitted that
SEBl had mot refused to
lake cogmisance of e
OCCRP repor. “In fact, we
wrote o them for the doc-
umments,” e sxid. Hiowever,
Mr. Melita said the global
NGO had refused 1o share
the material. He claimed
the documents were ac-
ally given by somebody
i Inelia and o et e
blished sbeoad.

“Condlict of interest”

The court reserved judg-
ment on a plea by Mr
Bhushan w form a sepa-
rale Special Investigation
Team (SIT) o imvestigae

the: Adani-Hindenbung alle-
gations, syying that the ear-
lier committee headid by
lormer Suprefse  Courl
judge, Justice AM. Sapre,
was hit by “conflict of inter-
es1”_ Mr. Bhushan said one
of the commites mem-
bers, OF Bhatr, a [ormer
chairman of the State Bank
of India, was working as
the Chairman of Greenko,
a leading renewable ener-
£y company. Since March
2032, Greenko and Adani
Gerop were working in a
close parmership o pro-
vide electricity o Adani
Grougps' Eacilivies in India,
he submirred.

Hla aban reained his puing
on advocate Somasekhar
Sundaresan, another com-
mittee member who was
recently appointed an Ad-
ditional Judge of the Bom-
Ity Higghy Cowrt. M. Bhush-
an said Mr. Sundaresan
had appesred lor the Ada-

i Group in 2006 and had
been on “several SEE]
COEmilses”

“Li=t us be fair here, Mr.
Blushan. He was only a
oouinsel, nol 3 relEner or a
sabaried emphoyee or an in-
house counsel for Adsnd.
Wou have a 2006 omder
showing he was Adani
counsel w0 challenge his
seing 3 Justice Sapre com-
mittee member 17 years la-
ber? Besides, he wias ol on
a SEBI committes, He was
on the Financial Sector
Law reform Commillse s
up by the previous govern-
ment,” Chiel Justice Chan-
drachud sxid.

The Justice Sapre Com-
miltes was constituted by
the Supreme Counl on
March 2 b investigate the
caunsal [actors and exis-
tence, il any, of regulatory
failure which led vo inves-
tors bosing crores due 1o
volatility in the securities
market lollowing Hinden-
buirg Research's repoi ac-
cusing the Adani Group of
manipulation of share pric-
P amel aevvaint Freaid

Alert lrom DRI

The court also heard Mr.
Blushan's claim that SEBI
had “concesled” an aler
received from the Direcio-
rate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI about “Adani

hawvingg <iphoned off mopey
and invested them in Ads-
ni-listed COmpanies
through entities based in
Dubai and Mauritius”.

Mr. Mehia, however,
countersd that DRI had
clised the probe in 2047
and the Bsue had ravelled
up 1o the Custons Excise &
Service Tax Appellate Tri-
bunal (CESTAT) and the
Supreme Court.

“Mr. Bhushan, be care-
ful It is easy to make alle-
gations. We are nol gving
them any character certifi-
cate, bul please be con-
seiows of Birmess... You are
relying on a DRI commumi-
cation 1o SEBI which had
already been imvestigated
and chosed by the DRL The
matter was heard by the
CESTAT. The Supreme
Court had gone into it,” the
Chiel |ustice obse rved.

Aceording to Mr. Bhush-
an, the DRI leter o the
then SEBI chairperson,
UK. Sinha, o Jamiary 31,
2004, alerting that “there
may be stock market ms-
wipnalarionn Feing comei-
tied by the Adani Groug of
companies using the mo-
ney siphoned off through
overvalustion in the im-
port of power equipment
by Adani Group™.

The court reserved s

judgment on his pleas.
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‘Trust between India,

Australia will help
Indo-Pacific region’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Friday said it
is the trust between like-
minded partners such &=
India and Australia that is
helping in efforts 1o secure
a free, open, peaceful and
prosperous Indo-Pacific re-
gion along with a rules-
based international order.

In his virtual address at
the sixth edition of the Aus-
tralis-India  Leadership
Dialogue (AILD), Mr. Jaish-
ankar said a driving force
of the relationship s the
convergence in  under-
standing of, and approach
10, the geostrategic envi-
ronment, particularty in
the Indo-Pacific region.

The AILD has quite aptly
used the phrase 'Bridges of
Bharosa (rust)’ as one of
its themes, he noted.

"In this complicated
world, it is the bharosa or

S Jakshankar

trust between like-minded
partners such as Indix and
Australia, along with oth-
ers, that is helping us in
our efforts to secure a free,
open, peaceld and
prosperous Indo-Pacific re-
gion along with a rules-
based international order,”
M. Jaishankar ssid.

His remarks come amid
China's growing assertive-
ness in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Australian Foreign Mi-
nister Penny Wong also vir-
wally addressed the fo-
rum.
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